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wore the insignia of the Este Black Eagle Order, the grand-
mastership of which he had inherited as Francis V's heir.
With Russia Franz Ferdinand wanted to be on terms of
friendly understanding. Autocratic himself by nature, he
had admired the autocratic government of Russia before
the Russo-Japanese War and the Russian Revolution of
1905 had begun to shake the Tsar's throne. But later he
was disillusioned as to Nicholas II's stability. This may
have been one of the reasons he sought more close personal
relations with Emperor William and King Carol The
French he frankly disliked. He never forgot the humilia-
tion imposed upon Austria by Napoleon I, and he regarded
Napoleon III as responsible for Austria's downfall in the
nineteenth century. Great Britain, on the other hand, he
held in respect, and there had even been rumors at one
time that he might marry Princess Mary.
Such are the views on foreign affairs ascribed to Franz
Ferdinand by men who knew him well. There is no reason
to doubt their substantial accuracy.25
Of Franz Ferdinand's views on the internal nationality
problem? of the Hapsburg Empire it is less possible to speak
with certainty. It was the conviction of those who stood
close to him, like Major Brosch,26 and his private-secretary,
Nikitsch-Boulles,27 that if the Archduke had come to the
Throne, he would have come to the rescue of the oppressed
nationalities and attempted a federal organization of the
Monarchy, substituting "Trialism" for the existing "Dual-
ism." This was also the commonly expressed opinion in the
Austrian and German obituary notices of the Archduke.28
There are also several signs which point in this direction:
25Margutti, pp. 126-138; Conrad, I-IV, passim; Czernin, In the World
War, ch. ii.
26 Cf. Seton-Watson, Sarajevo, p. 83 ff.
2? Vor dem Sturm, p. 58, 62 ff.
2SThe Vossische Zeitung was an exception: cf. Belrfan Documents,
IV, 97 ff.